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NOTE 


So far as is known to the Ramblers’ Association there is no objection 
to public use of any path described herein ; but such description must 
not be taken to imply the existence of a public right of way. The 
considerate walker will, of course, so conduct himself that there is no 
occasion for. farmer or landowner to object to his presence. 

Should any difficulty be experienced, details should be sent to the 
Ramblers’ Association, which will take the necessary steps to clarify 
the matter in the public interest. 

Care has been taken to avoid paths whose closure has been antioiesd 
under Defence Regulations, but ploughing and other operations may 
necessitate slight deviations from the line of route. 
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There can be no pleasanter way of 
spending a holiday than in exploring the 
countryside, and no healthier exercise than 
walking. I am sure many of my fellow 
citizens will welcome this book and find it 


of great value to them. 


E. T. COZENS, 
Lord Mayor. 


INTRODUCTION 


This booklet has been compiled to meet the difficulties of 
country walking in war-time. Owing to restricted transport 
facilities nearly every ramble begins and ends on a city ’bus route 
—the main exceptions being Pill and Cambridge Batch. This 
being so, such notable areas as Cotswold, Mendip and the Backwell 
to Congresbury ridge have been omitted. Compensation may be 
found in the inclusion of districts like Failand with its woods and 
sudden views; near yet unfamiliar spots like Hanham Woods 
or Spaniorum ; or new angles on such old friends as the Frome 
valley and Blaise. 

Under present conditions, it will be advisable to guard against 
the absence of catering facilities. 

Considerations of space have limited route descriptions to the 
barest essentials, but some indications of what to see will be found 
on pages 47 and 48. 

One of walking’s greatest pleasures, however, is to see things 
for oneself. It is hoped that experience gained in following these 
rambles will put many on the road, or rather the footpath way, to 
a more intimate and personal knowledge of the countryside. Such 
acquaintance implies the understanding and consideration which 
one would give to a friend and his possessions. Nearly all the 
paths described herein traverse farming land which, while an 
asset to the whole community, is privately owned and should be 
respected accordingly. The Ramblers’ Association code is worth 
summarising here :— 

Keep to the path—-single file in ploughed, cultivated and 
mowing-grass fields. 

Shut and secure gates—straying animals cost time and 
money. 

Avoid doing damage to crops or hedges. 

Pick flowers sparingly, leaving some for others to enjoy. 

Take great care not to cause fires. 

Leave no litter. 

To these may be added—prevent dogs (and children) from 
worrying cattle and sheep. Those who adhere strictly to this code, 
leaving no evidence of their presence, will rarely find themselves 
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unwelcome in the country. It is the thoughtless people whose 
conduct too often brings about attempts to close footpaths. 

As already inferred, the great majority of paths are public 
rights of way, that is, the public is entitled to use them for 
getting from one place to another. A succession of stiles, wicket- 
gates or field-gates with footrests is a usual indication of a public 
path. Right of foot-passage may also extend over cart-tracks and 
private drives, and it may be observed here that such notices as 
“ Private Road ”’ do not necessarily mean the absence of a public 
footpath. Other notices which may mislead are ‘“ Private 
Property ’’ and ‘‘ Trespassers will be Prosecuted.’’ These may 
actually mean no more than that the walker is expected to adhere 
rigidly to the actual line of path. In strict law, of course, this is 
the normal position. 

After you have sampled these footpath rambles you will want 
to work out new ones or variations for yourself. For this a good 
map is indispensable. An easy way of learning how to use it is to 
follow the routes given here map in hand. The kind to buy is the 
Ordnance Survey one-inch to the mile, which shows every road 
and lane, together with an immense number of footpaths across 
fields, beside rivers, through woods, and over the hills. 

Good rambling ! 
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RAMBLE INDEX TO ROUTES 


no. 


MILEAGE 
Sea_ Mills— Coombe Dingle — (Arbutus Walk— Echo Gate) — 
Kingsweston Down—(Penpole Point)—Sea Mills = Z 4077 
Sea Mills—Coombe Dingle—Blaise—Westbury or Sea Mills . #45 
Westbury—Blaise Woods—Henbury—Westbury . . 5 
Henbury—Spaniorum Hill—Compton Greenfield—W: estbury, with 
extension to Charlton Common r 44 or7 
Filton—Charlton—Compton—Spaniorum— Baba eat bury =. 8 
Filton—Almondsbury—Stoke Gifford—Filton ‘ > ee 
Filton—Winterbourae—Bury Hill—Frenchay—Filton . 3 RS 
Eastville—Snuff Mills—Frenchay—Stapleton 2 , aa 
Fishponds—Bury Hill—Frenchay—Fishponds : . Z a ¥6 
Downend—Moorend—Frampton Cotterell—Downend . x a es 
Staple Hill—Mangotsfield—Pucklechurch—Downend . 5k 
Staple Hill — Pucklechurch — Ses -- Mi a —W esterleigh 
—-Downend A ie ts 
Mareniatinas Sicton Goose REE IN » « Nee! 
Mangotsfield—Siston—D yrham—Pucklechurch—Mangotsfield Iror 12h 


Kingswood—Warmley—Webb’s Heath—Golden Valley—Hanham . 8 
Hanham — Stone Hill — Hanham Court — AS eck —_ pet — 


Cadbury Heath—Kingswood - . 5t 
Hanham—Stone Hill—Hanham Green—Hanham Wi Woods—Conham— 
Hanham or St. Anne’s . ‘ : z 50r7 
Brislington—Hanham Mills—St. — i a er | 
Brislington—Keynsham—Compton Deeds —Whltchanthe f - 10 
Brislington—Stockwood Vale—Whitchurch . zi . 5 . 53 
Knowle or Brislington to Whitchurch—(Brislington) . 5 30°7 
Whitchurch—Maes Knoll—Whitchurch r 5 2 3 +. 5 
Whitchurch—East Dundry—North Wick—Norton Hawkfield— 
Norton Malreward—Whitchurch * . . 
Whitchurch—Dundry Chuticablshanamnrth SDecbninsthe Dawi ae. 
Dundry—Barrow Gurney—Cambridge Batch = ; a aie 
Ashton—Dundry—Whitchurch  . ‘ ; : ‘ * ants 
Ashton—Barrow Gurney—Dundry : . " 7 ry 8org 
hiss Sine Wood—Portbury—Pill 7 . ~ as 
ge sce Bridge—Leigh Speer tee Poo!—Abbots Leigh— 
uspension Bridge . 3 = z Pye | 
Suspension Bridge—Abbots Pool—Failand—Pill 5 s . ™. Se 
Suspension Bridge—Abbots Leigh—Failand—Ashton . - B8org 
Pill—Failand—Belmont Hill—Cambridge Batch . ‘ A - 4t 
Shirehampton or Pill—Failand—Abbots Pool—Pill + Spe 
Pill—Portbury—Easton-in-Gordano—Pill . ™ ; . < ® 
Pill—Avon Gorge—Bristol . 5 5 : : + ee 


Sketch Maps: Sea Mills—Westbury—Filton , 
Downend—Frampton Cotterell 
From Staple Hill . 
From Hanham 7 3 " . 4 5 
From Brislington ° i . “ F Fi 
Failand district P 
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Ramble No. 1 


SEA MILLS—COOMBE DINGLE—(ARBUTUS WALK— 
ECHO GATE)—KINGSWESTON DOWN—(PENPOLE 
POINT)—SEA MILLS 


4 or 7 miles. 


From Sea Mills Station, or Portway, proceed along Sea 
Mills Lane to junction with Shirehampton road (or alight 
here from 22 or 28 bus). Cross road and go down lane on left 
between shop and Bell Barn Road. On reaching old mill 
wheel bear right and follow stream under new bridge, coming 
out to road at Coombe Dingle. Go up Grove Road, opposite, 
and, when it meets lane, turn left. 

This lane leads direct to Kingsweston Down, but to visit 
Arbutus Walk look out for gate on right opposite Grove Avenue, 
turning on left. Path through gate leads away leit to 
Arbutus Walk and Echo Gate where turn left up steep path 
for Kingsweston Down. 

If not contemplating this extension, continue up lane to 
the Down, turn left and keep straight along ridge till an iron 
bridge over road is reached and crossed into Shirehampton 
Park. 

From here the walk may be extended through Park, 
bearing right at Memorial Cross, to Penpole Point. From here 
the walk may be finished at Shirehampton village; or at 
Sea Mills by returning to the Cross, striking across the golf- 
course through a gate by golf-house and making in a half-right 
direction to Portway. 

If not visiting Penpole, on crossing iron bridge turn left 
to main road, go straight across and continue over golf-course, 
keeping near left boundary, to Sylvan Way. Cross road and 
take path through little wood behind houses, coming out 
into Avonleaze, where turn left for Sea Mills Centre or right 
for Portway and from there left for Sea Mills Station. 


Ramble No. 2 


SEA MILLS—COOMBE DINGLE—BLAISE— 
WESTBURY OR SEA MILLS 


About 5 miles. 


From Sea Mills Station or Portway follow Sea Mills Lane 
to Shirehampton Road. Cross this and go down Bell Barn 
Road, two portions of which are separated by a strip of waste 
land. On reaching Coombe Lane turn left, then right in 
direction of Canford Lane, but immediately turn left down 
hill which leads to Coombe Dingle. After passing house on 
right at bend of hill at once turn right through a gap where 
path leads over stream and joins a lane, where turn right. 
Soon after passing cottage on left, a steep path going away 
left leads to Arbutus Walk and Echo Gate, but keep straight 
on until Blaise Castle Estate is entered, and then follow stream 
through valley to Blaise Castle Mansion. After passing 
Mansion and emerging at main entrance turn right and right 
again through Henbury Churchyard. 

The path behind Church leads down steps, through a 
tunnel and up steps into field where turn right for stile in edge 
of wood. Follow path up through wood, cross drive and on 
reaching golf-course make straight across to left of golf-house. 
Path continues down-hill bearing left, then between palings 
into Canford Lane. Turning left Westbury is reached in a 
few minutes; or, turning right, one may return to Sea Mills 
via Canford Lane, Coombe Lane and Bell Barn Road or via 
Coombe Dingle Bridge and Coombe Dale. 


Ramble No. 3 


WESTBURY—BLAISE WOODS—HENBURY— 
WESTBURY ‘ 


5 miles, 


From Westbury village, or Falcondale Road, turn down 
Canford Lane. Passing the park, bear right at new road 
junction, cross new road and take track at side of golf-course. 
This soon leads into a grassy lane, which may either be followed 
to stile on left near top—or a few yards up lane, turn into 
the little path at side of hedge leading in same direction and 
coming out by same stile. Turn left along track under wood, 
and take first track up between the two woods, bearing left 
at top, but after crossing stile and keeping along the line of 
hedge, follow straight on past golf-house to a stile leading 
into Blaise Woods. 

Follow path down to drive, then turn left and go down 
main drive, round several turns, passing lodge and on to 
bottom of valley, where turn right. Some distance up the 
drive a narrow path turns back and upwards towards the 
Castle; follow this—and, leaving castle on right, go down 
steep path to wicket gate out of woods. 

Here turn right and follow field-path out to road, turn 
back left a short way, cross the road towards the small 
cemetery, but take the little gateway lying back a little to 
right, and follow track and field-path across several fields, 
passing one side of Blaise Hamlet, and so out to the Hallen 
road. Turn right and take another peep at the Hamlet in 
passing on to Henbury village, Do not take main road through 
village, but the Church by-road to right, through churchyard, 
keeping to right, down steps and through tunnel, crossing 
stream and up steps. Follow the field-path (keeping the 
gardens on left) and so out to the main road, turning right 
for Westbury and the bus home. 


Ramble No. 4 


HENBURY—SPANIORUM HILL—COMPTON 
GREENFIELD—WESTBURY, WITH AN EXTENSION 
TO CHARLTON COMMON 


4} or 7 miles. 


By train or Henbury ’bus to Henbury Station, and a little 
past Station on the left is a white gate with a sign “‘ Private 
Drive.”” If coming on bus via Brentry, get off at ““ Rumney’s 
Corner ”’ turn left (same way as ’bus) and the drive is first on 
the right. 

Follow drive, up; round two bends to another white gate, 
cross rustic stile on right and follow hedge straight along 
(between hedge and pond) to another stile on left. Cross this 
and keep in a straight line across to an angle of hedge, down 
over slope, over a gate (broken down at time of writing) and 
then turn half-right up next slope to a stile in the top right- 
hand corner. Here turn half-right again and cross large field 
to a gate in the far right-hand corner. Follow broken hedge 
straight along to a stile leading across the end of a little copse, 
and out into another field. Keep straight across two fields— 
do not follow track down slope to left—but keep on brow of 
hill and, after enjoying view of Severn Valley, take long stile 
into next field. Leave this by gate in the bottom corner (not 
the one in bottom hedge) ; then keep close to hedge, past three 
gates, the last of which has a notice marking pathway to a 
stile down in a little dip, and so down through next field and 
out to the lane. 

A little to the right white railing marks pathway leading 
direct over fields and across a lane to Compton Greenfield 
Church. Pass through pretty churchyard and across field 
to East Compton (where teas and other refreshments may be 
obtained). 

Turn right and continue up road a little way, taking second 
turning on right. Follow this lane, ignoring turnings to right, 
but turning left into Holly Lane, climbing up between high 
banks for about ?-mile to main road at Cribb’s Causeway. 
If disinclined to walk much further, turn right and downhill 
to Rumney’s Garage, for Henbury-Brentry ’bus (either way) 
back to town. 
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Extension to Charlton Common. 


On emerging from Holly Lane, take little stile opposite, 
across two fields to foot- bridge—cross this and then bear a 
little to the right across corner of field to another rather narrow 
bridge with iron handrail over a deep ditch, and keep straight 
ahead to Charlton Common. Follow road ahead over Common 
past right-hand turning, and nearly opposite first roadway 
to left, just by the side of a farm, is a stile on right. Follow 
path across several fields to narrow bridge over railway. 
Cross this and keep straight on out to road, opposite Pen 
Park Road. Turn right for Westbury (or down Pen Park 
Road for Horfield and Filton) and some way along amongst 
houses in Charlton Road will be found a pathway on left, 
which leads across fields, bearing right, into Brentry Hill at 
junction with Falcondale Road. Turn left for Westbury 
village. 


Ramble No. 5 


FILTON—-CHARLTON—COMPTON—SPANIORUM— 
HENBURY— WESTBURY 


8 miles, 


From Filton Church return to Post Office and turn right 
along Southmead Road, then first right between factories, 
leading into lane to golf-course. Leave club-house on right, 
pass through gate and bear right downhill to stile and gaps 
in wire. Well-marked path then leads to white gate on Filton 
By-Pass, across road and on to Charlton Common. Here 
turn right along road, avoiding a right and a left turn keep 
on road to end of Common, where, clear of the Hamlet, road 
bends sharp left. Go over stile alongside first of two adjoining 
gates on right, and make for footbridge on left of row of trees, 
cross this and similar one in next hedge. Bear right round 
ploughed field to road ahead (Cribbs Causeway). Cross road 
into lane immediately opposite, passing Hollywood Tower 
on right, avoid turning right and go through Compton 
Greenfield. 
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Just beyond “post-box*(right),” turn" left over stile and “uphill 
across orchard and field, then left along level path. Take 
right of two gates and bear right up hill to stile in top corner, 
noting view from this point (Spaniorum Hill). Path then 
follows crest of hill, first keeping close to wood on right and 
then across small strip of wood. Beyond latter go straight 
forward, closely following fence on right. When Berwick 
Lodge is visible ahead bear left to stile in hedge, cross small 
valley, and make for stile on skyline at end of wood on right. 
Here turn sharp right and follow hedge to stile on drive, which 
follow downhill to road. Turn right and follow road past 
Henbury Station to Henbury. 

At Henbury go straight over crossroads, through church- 
yard, down steps on far side, through tunnel, and up steps. 
Now take path to right through wood to golf-course, and 
turn left for Henbury Hill, whence a short walk into Westbury. 

Tf desired, the walk may be lengthened by visiting Blaise 
Castle Estate when at Henbury. 


Ramble No. 6 


FILTON—ALMONDSBURY—STOKE GIFFORD— 
FILTON 


9} miles. 


From Church to Filton By-Pass as in Ramble 5. At by- 
pass turn right along road, then second left (a lane). By ruined 
cottage turn left into field and, turning right again immediately, 
follow hedge, keeping close to lane. In third field, just beyond 
an isolated cottage, turn right over stile, and, avoiding path 
forward to St. Swithin’s Farm, bear right through clump of 
trees to gate (right). Make for wall of Over Park ahead, and, 
keeping it closely to the left, follow it to cottage, which pass 
on left. Path then follows same general direction with coppice 
on left. At end of coppice, direction is a stile on right front, 
but a detour may have to be made if this field is ploughed. 
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Make for gate opposite, follow straight through, keeping to 
the crest of the hill and passing a pond on right. The path 
is now clear and leads to road at Knole Park. Turn right 
along road and keep right at War Memorial, until main road 
is reached at Almondsbury Hill. 

Cross main road, take track opposite, and turn right at 
drive with brick pillars into lane, at end of which keep straight 
on across a field. Now bear left to cottage, beyond which 
turn sharp left and follow stream. Where stream turns left, 
keep straight on over stile and alongside ploughed field, turning 
right along upper hedge. The path is now straight on, leading 
to stile on right of cottage. Cross Woodlands Lane and continue 
straight through, keeping to left hedge of second field, and over 
stile into green lane. At end of this, cross stream by stepping 
stone, turn sharp right beyond pond and follow right hedge 
into lane leading to Patchway Farm. Here go left along road, 
turning sharp right over stile at end of Common. Cross field 
diagonally, then, over stile, follow right hedge and go through 
a white gate. Bear round sharp left, over stile and then to 
right along hedge of long field, near end of which pass through 
gate on right and left along hedge, making for stile in far left 
corner. The next field is crossed diagonally, the stile being 
behind an isolated clump of bushes. The footbridge over 
Stoke Brook is now seen below (care—marshy ground!) Go 
straight ahead up slope, turn right, keeping hedge on left for 
two fields, and join lane. The main road is soon reached. 
Here bear left and, just beyond a barn, turn to right through 
a gate. Go diagonally across a large field to stile in top right-hand 
corner, and, by way of stile ahead, make for tower of Stoke 
Gifford Church. The path leads into road between wire netting 
fences. Follow road through railway arch, and along New 
Road towards Filton Junction Station, where turn right for 
Filton Church. | 
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Ramble No. 7 


FILTON—WINTERBOURNE—BURY HILL— 
FRENCHAY—FILTON 


9 miles. 


From Filton, turn down either road alongside Church, 
following through to Filton Junction Station, where go straight 
on, avoiding road on left. Just beyond a stream, bear left over 
stile diagonally uphill towards Harry Stoke. At road, turn 
left, and, taking right fork at crossroads, follow road to railway. 
The road now drops away to the right and, just beyond last 
Council House, turn left into lane, which leads to bridge over 
railway. On far side of line turn right following left fence and 
passing through first gate on left to follow hedge downhill. 
In middle of second field turn right, over stile, and bear left 
below hedge to road. Turn right, and immediately left along 
green lane. Beyond first gate on right lane may be somewhat 
overgrown and muddy, but follow if possible to stile on right. 
(If lane impassable, go through gate and follow lane hedge to 
stile.) From stile bear left to stone footbridge over Bradley 
Brook, where spire of Winterbourne Church is seen straight 
ahead. After crossing one field, path follows left hedge, bearing 
right uphill to Bacon Lane, on reaching which turn right. 
At the No Entry sign fork left and cross straight over main 
road to Flaxpits Lane, which follow to the large pond at Hicks 
Common. Turn right along road, and beyond railway go down 
hill to “Cross Hands,’ where turn left. After crossing River 
Frome at Damsons Bridge, turn right and then right again 
uphill past a Chapel. Go over stone stile at top, the path 
rejoining road near ancient British camp of Bury Hill. 

Below Camp fork right, go straight over crossroads and turn 
left at river below. Fork right at Riverside House, cross river 
and at once turn left along track following river. On reaching 
road turn left, cross the Bradley Brook near Hambrook Mill 
and, straight ahead, go over stone stile, whence a clearly- 
defined path leads through fields to the road, where turn left 
for Frenchay Common. At drinking-trough about 100 yards 
along road, turn right into lane, cross main and a further minor 
road by a path which leads into road for Filton straight ahead. 

Alternative ways home from Frenchay are described in 
Ramble No. 8, finishing at Stapleton, and No. 9, for Fishponds. 
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Ramble No. 8 


EASTVILLE—SNUFF MILLS—FRENCHAY— 
STAPLETON 


6 miles. 


From bridge at bottom of Bell Hill (No. 2’bus) follow River 
Frome, either by path through Eastville Park to Black Rocks 
and Wickham Bridge, or on other side of river by the road 
past ‘‘ Merchant’s Arms”’ which later leads into a footpath. 

At Wickham Bridge continue along river bank to the next 
bridge (carrying Broomhill Road). Here keep upstream on the 
left of the river through the Snuff Mills grounds, then cross the 
footbridge and follow path on other side of river through 
Vassall’s Park. Leaving Park by lodge gates near Frenchay 
Bridge, cross bridge and turn right. A hundred yards along 
road, take turning on right, leading to stile near Chapel. Follow 
path alongside river to next bridge, beyond which is an old mill 
and some tea gardens. 

Return by going uphill to left towards Frenchay village. 
Near top on left follow path through field towards Church. 
Go along road passing Church and Common, bearing right into 
main road. Almost opposite a stile and path lead to Sims Hill. 
On crest of hill, path turns left towards Stoke House, but before 
reaching it crosses a road. Pass Stoke House, turn downhill - 
through Stoke Park, past Duchess Pond, and into Stapleton. 
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Ramble No. 9 
FISHPONDS—BURY HILL—_FRENCHAY—FISHPONDS 


6 miles. 


Go down Oldbury Court Road to Vassall’s Park, and through 
the park towards Frenchay. At bridge outside park gates cross 
river and turn right, then first right again. This leads to a stile 
(near Chapel) giving access to path up river bank to Cleeve Tea 
Gardens. Cross bridge here, then take path on left, sloping up 
to houses. It passes on left of these and through a field to short, 
narrow lane leading right, into the Moorend road. 

Turn right for 100 yards or so, then take path on left by a 
cottage across fields to Bromley Heath. Here it passes to the 
right of an ancient Quaker burial ground with a few pine trees. 
Keep straight ahead to stile and then across two or three 
fields, keeping same direction, to stile leading into road. Turn 
left, and, in 30 yards or so, right at crossroads. Bury Hill 
Camp lies to the left and is approached through gate in short 
lane by side of wood. 

From Camp return to crossroads, go straight over and, on 
reaching river, turn left along road. Where road bears right to 
bridge over river, turn left. About 150 yards further, stile on 
right leads through fields to footbridge. Cross river, and take 
footpath over stile to left (near Inn). This leads direct to 
Frenchay, emerging on road near a pond. Turn left along road 
towards Frenchay Church and Common, then downhill to the 
bridge, across to Vassall’s Park and so back to Fishponds. 


Ramble No. 10 
DOWNEND—MOOREND—FRAMPTON COTTERELL— 
DOWNEND 

Approximate distance 9 miles. 


From Cleeve Wood Road take the Bromley Heath Road. 
About }-mile along take a track that leads off right by the side 
of a cottage. Follow this across two fields to Bromley Common. 


Cc 17 


FRAMPTON 
COTTERELL 


from —! 


DOWNEND— 
FRAMPTON COTTERELL 


4 "DOWNEND 


Go past old Quaker Burial Ground, indicated by a walled 
enclosure containing pine trees. Beyond, another stile will 
be reached, follow path through two or three fields to road 
at Moorend. On reaching road turn left and a few yards 
ahead turn right at crossroads. Passing Bury Hill Camp on 
left, continue on and downhill, cutting off a corner by a short 
footpath through field on left till another road is reached. 
Turn left and almost at once find a stile on right of road. 
Take footpath that continues around to left following the 
Frome to railway viaduct. Pass by some cottages and across 
river, under the viaduct, and uphill on left side of a steep 
field, keeping to right of farm buildings to gate leading into 
road. es 

Turn right and pass large pond on left. Take first turn 
right and 100 yards down road take footpath on left over 
stile. When path reaches next road turn slightly left and 
then take road on right continuing direction of path. After 
6oo yards take turning to right, and after passing large house, 
take path to left, which soon leads into a lane. This lane 
leads to a road and opposite is a footpath into and across a 
field. At other end of field turn right down the road to 
Frampton Cotterell Church. 

The Church is pleasantly situated by the Frome and a 
pleasant walk can be taken through fields upstream. 

Returning to Church, cross bridge near by and take right 
fork when road divides. Keep straight ahead for one-and-a- 
half miles mostly through scattered houses. There are many 
side turnings, but by keeping as straight a direction as possible, 
the road will eventually pass under railway bridge and down- 
hill into the main Chipping Sodbury road at Ivory Hill. Turn 
right and at Kendleshire, a quarter of a mile on, turn left. 
Follow road to right at next fork, and half mile further on, 
again turn right into road, which quickly runs into Wester- 
leigh—Downend road near “ Beaufort Arms.’’ The road goes 
past Inn and straight ahead for Downend (one-and-a-half 
miles). 
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Ramble No. 11 


STAPLE HILL_MANGOTSFIELD—PUCKLECHURCH— 
DOWNEND 


Approximate distance 54 miles. 


From Staple Hill go along by side of Page Park and down 
hill to Mangotsfield village. Keep to right of Church and 
straight on to Shortwood. At top of hill beyond Shortwood 
there is a cottage on left of road. Immediately beyond cottage, 
on the left of the road, is a stile leading to a footpath to 
Pucklechurch. To avoid trampling crops do not use stile, 
but go through large white gate on left of cottage. One 
hundred yards down lane, pass through opening in hedge on 
right to path running along left side of field. Ignore stile soon 
seen on left and keep on to end of field. Climb another stile 
and follow path through five fields. In last field path bears 
to right, and enters a short lane, which soon leads to road 
at beginning of village. 

There are numerous footpaths radiating from Pucklechurch 
and the walker with an hour to spare may spend an enjoyable 
time exploring the fields still keeping within view of the Church 
tower. 

To return, leave Church on right and take first turning 
to left. Follow this road as far as ‘‘ Rose & Crown”’ Inn, and 
take footpath on right alongside Inn. Follow this to a green 
lane. Turn right and in a few yards, take a stile on left and 
cross a field to a row of cottages. Here cross road and take 
a track leading downhill. At bottom keep to right of a derelict 
works’ chimney, and cross railway line through wicket gate 
by side of signal box. 

Proceed down green track till it meets another. Here 
turn left and follow track past farm-house to road. Turn 
right and too yards along take a path on left, leading across 
Common towards white gabled farm-house. By farm-house 
follow a winding lane for three quarters of a mile, till it emerges 
upon a road by an open green. Turn left and follow road one 
mile straight ahead to Downend. 
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Ramble No. 12 


STAPLE HILL—PUCKLECHURCH—CODRINGTON— 
WAPLEY—WESTERLEIGH—DOWNEND 


Approximate distance 11} miles. 


Follow route to Pucklechurch as shown in No. 11 walk. 
Passing to left of Church, keep straight on road for a little 
over half a mile to a green lane leading off to right. Follow 
this lane two miles, bearing right at first fork, then keeping 
always to left. It reaches a road near Codrington village (which 
lies at bottom of hill to right). Turn left on reaching road and 
continue straight ahead to second turning on right. Take this 
turn which continues downhill past Wapley Church to Wapley 
Common. 

At end of Common take a path reached by a stile on left. 
The path continues through three fields to Westerleigh. 

Downend may be reached from Westerleigh by taking 
road passing Church on left, taking first turn left after railway 
bridge, then first right and continuing straight along road for 
three miles. 

A more interesting route is to take footpath leading to 
left immediately beyond Church. This crosses two fields to a 
road. Immediately opposite is a flight of stone steps mounting 
high bank to stile. From here a path leads through five or 
six fields and enters a lane. Follow lane nearly half mile to 
a row of cottages. Here turn sharply right down a track. 
At bottom keep to right of derelict chimney, cross railway 
line through wicket gate by signal box and follow route to 
Downend, outlined in Route No. 11 last paragraph. 
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Ramble No. 13 


MANGOTSFIELD—SISTON—GOOSE GREEN— 
MANGOTSFIELD 


Approximate distance 6 miles. 


The most convenient start for this walk is by train to 
Mangotsfield. An alternative is to take ’bus to Staple Hill. 
On alighting go straight ahead past Page Park, down the hill 
towards Mangotsfield. At beginning of village take first turn 
right and follow road across Common to Mangotsfield Station. 

Immediately outside Station is a wicket gate giving access 
to path which follows railway line. Follow this for 300 yards, 
when a stile will be found on right leading to a path across 
line. Cross line and after crossing a narrow field cross another 
line. Follow path along right edge of next field. At next 
stile path leads uphill and slightly to left to gate at top of 
field. Then follow short track to white gate. Pass through 
and make for stile to right of farm buildings. Make for a stile 
straight ahead at bottom of field and follow path uphill to 
top right-hand corner of field. Follow right-hand hedge of 
next field until stile is reached on right, leading to a short 
path through a plantation. On emerging from this, bear 
half-left diagonal- wise, across a large park-like field, with 
glimpses of Siston Court through trees on left. The path 
leads to a stile by white gate and into road. Continue around 
left to Church. 

Return by same road to stile by white gate. After crossing 
stile turn sharply to left and follow a footpath which runs 
through meadows close to a small stream, as far as road at 
Goose Green. Here turn right and at end of green take right 
fork and follow road past Chocolate Factory to Mangotsfield 
Station or Staple Hill. 


Ramble No. 14 


MANGOTSFIELD—SISTON—DYRHAM— 
PUCKLECHURCH—MANGOTSFIELD 


Approximate Distance: From Mangotsfield Station, 11 miles ; 
From Staple Hill ’Bus Terminus, 12} miles. 


For first part of route see Walk No. 13 to Siston. At Siston 
continue up road past Church, noting on left curious twin 
lodges of Siston Court. About 50 yards beyond is stile on right 
of road. Follow path across three fields to Pucklechurch road. 
Turn right. Fifty yards on the road turns abruptly to left. 
On the corner, on right, is an overgrown lane, and alongside 
it, on the right, a stile leading to a footpath parallel to lane. 
Follow footpath until it eventually leads into lane. The lane 
reaches a narrow road. Cross road and take a green lane 
opposite leading downhill. Near bottom of lane find a footpath 
in field on left, leading to a plank bridge over stream. On 
crossing the stream follow lane, probably much overgrown, 
uphill to a road. Cross road and enter a footpath through a 
gate opposite. In second field keep rather to right to a foot- 
bridge over a small stream at bottom. Keep to right side of 
next three fields, and in the fourth field bear left, making for 
farm buildings and village hall at Dyrham. On reaching road 
turn right. Take second turn left and go on to Church (worth 
visiting) which is approached by a fine avenue of limes. 

A 1-mile detour to Hinton Hill Camp may be made on regain- 
ing road from Dyrham Church by bearing right up short lane and 
through fields, keeping close to Dyrham Park fence until the Camp 
is reached. Leave by obvious path and road to Hinton hamlet 
(seen below), and continue straight through to Pucklechurch. 

To return, retrace steps along road. Just beyond hall take 
left fork and continue straight ahead on road to Pucklechurch 
Village one-and-a-half miles. From Pucklechurch take road to 
left for Mangotsfield. By last house, about hundred yards 
along on right, take a short lane turning to right. Ignore stile 
at corner. At end of short lane, take stile and bear left. Cross 
five fields to Shortwood Road. Turn right and continue 
downhill. Immediately beyond railway bridge take path 
through wicket gate to Mangotsfield Station or continue through 
Mangotsfield Village to Staple Hill. 
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Ramble No. 15 


KINGSWOOD—WARMLEY—WEBB’S HEATH— 
GOLDEN VALLEY—HANHAM 


8 miles. 


From Kingswood ‘Bus Terminus follow main road into 
Warmley, where turn left at far side of War Memorial, and take 
the first turn on the right across railway bridge. Pass through 
gate at end of wall on right and follow round edge of clay pit 
to the stile, from whence a good path leads to Webb's Heath. 
On reaching road here, cross over, go straight across strip of 
Common and succeeding road, and enter the short lane with 
gate across it. At end of lane, cross field diagonally to a stile. 
The footpath then follows left side of hedge until Blue Lodge 
is visible, when it crosses to the right of the hedge and reaches the 
Drive near Lodge entrance. Go down Drive and on reaching 
road, turn right along it until descent at bend is reached. 
Take stile on left, go straight across field to the hedge and 
follow footpath to road at Holbrook Common. Proceed in 
same general direction after crossing the road and take the good 
field-path up the hill. Cross ploughed field at top and descend 
to main road at a point a little west of Wick Church. Go 
straight across main road and along minor road past the Mill 
for about 200 yards; then turn down the short lane on the 
right. Enter the gate on the left just beyond two cottages, 
also on the left, to pick up a good field-path at The Green 
leading to the Golden Valley. (Care must be taken at the 
second stone stile to bear to the right along left bank of River 
Boyd.) 

Path ends at a road junction, turn right here and go up the 
hill for nearly half a mile until another road is reached. Go 
across this into a green lane for a short distance where a stile 
on the right begins a good path to Oldland Common. On 
reaching the main road here, turn left and then take the Warmley 
road on the right over railway bridge, following it for nearly 
half a mile. Leave this road by a stile on left, immediately 
opposite the right-hand turning. Care must be taken at the 
second stile to bear right to pick up.a stile which is not visible 
from that point. This leads to a path which crosses the gully 
and is fenced by hedges on the far side. Cross the cart-track and 
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go along a straight path which reaches the road at Parkwall. 
Cross over and pick up the path again on left a little way along 
the minor road. Keep on in the direct line of route until the 
Bristol road is reached about half a mile from Hanham ’Bus 
Terminus. 


Ramble No. 16 


HANHAM—STONE HILL—HANHAM COURT— 
WILLSBRIDGE—-OLDLAND—CADBURY HEATH— 
KINGSWOCD 


53 miles. 


From Hanham ’Bus Terminus walk along the Bath road for 
600 yards. Take stile on right, turn left to farm and follow the 
level path, below and to the right of Stone Hill, until it reaches 
the road at Hanham Green nearly a mile ahead. 

Here turn left down road to Hanham Court and enter 
grounds through wicket gate at the end of the avenue of trees. 
Go round the pond towards the Church, but before reaching it 
turn through the iron gate on left into field at the top of a 
slope. The path then crosses the field to Cleeve Wood, alongside 
which it runs for three-quarters of a mile, descending to the 
point where the Oldland Brook joins the Avon. 

Follow the brook upstream, keeping on its left, to Wills- 
bridge, and turn left on road up Willsbridge Hill to Willsbridge 
Castle. Opposite Castle take short cart-track leading to the 
Clack Mills, follow round left side of mill-pond and take path 
turning sharp left. The path soon bears to the right and 
emerges on to a cart-track just beyond, and to the right of 
some buildings. Turn left along cart-track and on reaching 
road turn right, for about 200 yards, when another cart-track 
will be seen on the left. This leads to an almost straight path 
to the hamlet of Cadbury Heath. 

Take road opposite end of foot-path and continue until it 
forks, then climb over the stone stile and follow the path straight 
ahead until it reaches the main road at Kingswood. 
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Ramble No. 17 


HANHAM—STONE HILL—HANHAM GREEN— 
HANHAM WOODS—CONHAM—HANHAM 
or ST. ANNE’S 


5 oy 7 miles. 


From Hanham to Hanham Green as in Ramble No. 16. 
At entrance to Court take lane to “Chequer’s Inn” and river. 
Turn right along towing path, reaching Bees’ Ferry at Conham 
in about two-and-a-half miles. If desired, part of this distance 
can be varied by following through the woods alongside. From 
Conham, return to Hanham by road uphill on right, or cross 
ferry for St. Anne’s, as in No. 18. 

The walk may be lengthened by following No. 16 to the 
Oldiand Brook, and then turning right along the towing-path. 


Ramble No. 18 
BRISLINGTON—HANHAM MILLS—ST. ANNE’S 


Approximate distance 44 miles. 


From Brislington village, take road passing round left 
side of Methodist Church, and continue to south gate of parish 
Church, Follow churchyard wall around by narrow pathway, 
turn right and bear left alongside vicarage wall. Entering 
Victory Park, continue straight through; take left fork in 
field beyond, follow path over two fields to gate at left-hand 
side of pond, turn sharp right and right again at gate which 
presents itself after a few yards along by a wall. Path leads 
through three more fields to a road. Cross road and follow 
lane to the end. Go through gate and straight ahead through one 
field, and, at the far end of the second field, drop downhill bearing 
to the right, and enter the woods near waterfall. 

Keeping to left of stream, follow path over one stile and 
after a short distance another stile left of path leads to foot- 
bridge over railway. After crossing same, climb upwards 
bearing slightly right, then drop down to river opposite 
Hanham Mills. Cross by ferry. 

Return journey may be made by following the river 
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tow-path for a couple of miles to ferry at ‘“‘ Bees.” Having 
crossed river, climb rough steps to road, turn right along 
Eastwood Road to Birchwood Road where ’bus may be caught 
to town. 


Ramble No. 19 


BRISLINGTON—KEYNSHAM—COMPTON DANDO— 
WHITCHURCH 


Approximate distance 10 miles. 


Proceed as in first paragraph of No. 18. Then continue 
keeping to left of stream until path suddenly drops to road 
near a railway arch. Cross road, and follow field-~path, then 
lane, into Keynsham, where turn right for Church. 

At Church, turn left and proceed along main Bath road 
until it turns down left. Here go straight on. After a while 
the road goes downhill ; at the bottom avoid left-hand turning 
which crosses bridge, but proceed to gate a little way past 
lane on right. Pass through yard of works and out to fields 
beyond, keeping River Chew on the left until another road is 
reached. Follow this straight ahead to Chewton Keynsham, 
where a stile on left leads down to the river again, where 
turn right and so out to a road, which cross to a gate a little 
up the road. The path now runs some way through the centre 
of the fields with the river away on the left. In the fourth 
field path follows contour to a stile the other side of a small 
stream. Keeping the hedge on left continue to next stile 
where path drops down again to river, which follow to Compton 
Dando, Turn left over bridge then right up to Church. Follow 
path to right of Church through churchyard to a stile into a 
farm-yard, a small gate on right leads through a narrow alley- 
way, turn left and follow path to a white footbridge on right, 
which cross, take right-hand fork and follow foot-path up to 
lane. Turn left here, then fork right and follow road uphill 
through open field and on to road at top of Publow Hill. Cross 
road, Whitchurch lies straight ahead now, so avoiding all 
right or left angular turnings and keeping left at any fork 
roads when doubt is felt, the main road will be reached after 
about two miles. Turn right at main road to the village of 
Whitchurch. 
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Ramble No. 20 
BRISLINGTON—STOCKWOOD VALE—WHITCHURCH 


Approximate distance 54 miles. 


Proceed as in Ramble No. 19 to railway arch just before 
reaching Keynsham. When arriving at arch turn right, 
proceed up lane to main road, which cross and follow lane 
to Stockwood Vale. Turn right by some cottages, bear left 
and keep in the valley for about half a mile, when a lane will 
appear on left, proceed along this turning, cross a wooden 
footbridge by a water splash. Lane gradually deteriorates 
into a grassy track. After a slight ascent of nearly a mile, 
Queen Charlton Church tower is seen on left (should it be 
desired to visit the village—where incidentally no refreshments 
are obtainable—a stile near an orchard may be taken across 
a few fields, keeping the tower as landmark). The route, 
however, lies to the right, through a gate opposite stile to 
Queen Charlton, Keep left of hedge down side of first field. 
The path runs through centre of next field, then drops to 
stream, which cross and keep in same direction uphill through 
a couple of fields to Stockwood lane, bear left, then turn right 
to main road at Whitchurch. 


Ramble No. 21 


KNOWLE or BRISLINGTON to WHITCHURCH— 
(BRISLINGTON) 


3 miles or 7 miles. 


From Knowle (‘‘ Red Lion’’) return towards town, and 
take first turning right (St. Martin’s Road). Where this bends 
left, continue straight ahead down path between fences, and 
cross road to similar path with allotments on left and playing- 
field on right. Follow path under railway arch and out on to 
West Town Lane. 

From Brislington, leave Bath Road at top of Bristol Hill, 
and walk along Water Lane. A stile on right leads by a clear 
path to the railway arch mentioned above. Here turn left 
to West Town Lane. 
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On reaching West Town Lane, turn left, and then right 
up Ellesmere Road, from the end of which a path runs along- 
side the stream for just over a mile. It then divides, the right 
fork leading up over the railway. The left fork, which we 
follow, crosses the stream and continues up a slight slope, along- 
side an overgrown tributary stream until it reaches a well-defined 
track. This leads through cultivated field into a narrow lane and 
so out to a road. On reaching the roadway, turn right, over the 
railway bridge and so into Whitchurch. 

By turning left instead of right, one may return to 
Brislington through Stockwood. Follow the road round a 
sharp bend left to Whitchurch Green, where right fork is 
taken. At Stockwood, a mile further, take left fork (not 
left turning) for lane leading direct to Brislington. 


Ramble No. 22 


WHITCHURCH—MAES KNOLL—WHITCHURCH 
Approximately 5 miles. 


From Whitchurch, take turning immediately opposite ‘“‘ Black 
Lion,” passing the Church on the left. On reaching a sharp 
right-angled bend, where a water splash crosses lane, take the 
stile leading across the field immediately ahead, and carry on in 
the same general direction over the field to a stile into a lane. 
Here turn left, and follow lane forward, avoiding a sharp right- 
hand turning marked ‘‘ To Hill Farm.’’ The lane soon begins to 
climb steeply. When well towards the top of the hill, a stile will 
be seen on left. Take this, and follow path to Maes Knoll Tump, 
which can be plainly seen. Climb the tump and walk to the far 
end. Here turn left, and follow edge of the plateau until in about 
a quarter of a mile the ground drops suddenly to a stile in the 
forward hedge. Take this, and follow path, which bears slightly 
right, downhill, to gate, leading into a lane. 

Turn left, and follow this lane until the main Bristol/Wells 
road is reached, where turn left for Whitchurch Halt and village. 
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Ramble No. 23 


WHITCHURCH—EAST DUNDRY—NORTH WICK— 
NORTON HAWKFIELD—NORTON MALREWARD— 
WHITCHURCH 
Approximately 6 miles, all lanes. 


Follow Ramble No. 22 as far as stile leading to Maes Knoll, 
but instead of climbing this, follow the lane for some mile and a 
half, until a gate on the left is seen, giving access to a surfaced 
track, which leads downhill, becoming a lane, and joins another 
lane coming in from the right at North Wick. Follow straight 
on for one mile to Norton Hawkfield. Here turn right, then left 
and bear right down valley for }-mile. At road junction turn left 
uphill past Norton Malreward Church. At next junction turn 
right and continue straight ahead until the main Bristol/Wells 
road is reached, where bear left for Whitchurch Halt and village. 


Ramble No. 24 


WHITCHURCH—DUNDRY CHURCH—BISHOPS- 
WORTH—BEDMINSTER DOWN 


Distance approximately 6 miles. 


The route starts as Ramble No. 22, but instead of taking the 
stile to Maes Knoll, the lane is followed until a Y junction is 
reached. Take left fork and continue ahead, bearing right, 
until a “‘ cross lanes ’’ is reached. Turn left. In about half a 
mile a main crossroads is reached, where carry straight on. In 
about half a mile the right turning leads to Dundry Church. Here 
bear right, passing churchyard, and instead of taking road, 
which bears left, take the narrow lane to the right of the road, 
running parallel with it, which gives access to a footpath which 
turns sharply right, and drops down to Highridge. On reaching 
the lane, turn left, and at a T junction right, and follow the lane, 
avoiding left turnings, until the main road is reached at Bishops- 
worth. City *bus services are available from Headley Park, 
about half-a-mile further on, or Bedminster Down (1 mile), 
where Nos. 22 and 222 ’buses use alternately Cheddar Grove 
and Brunel Road as termini. 


33 


Ramble No. 25 


DUNDRY—BARROW GURNEY—CAMBRIDGE 
BATCH 


44 miles. 


Dundry may be approached by either of two ‘bus routes. 
Both (Service 80) start from Prince Street, one going to Valley 
View and one to the Grange. A small ’bus, the ‘‘ Dundry 
Pioneer,”’ runs from Prince Street right to Dundry Tower, saving 
a stiff climb. 

From Valley View walk up the lane to the first gate to the 
left past the houses. Follow path up through fields and turn 
left in lane to reach Dundry Church tower. 

From Grange. Turn off to right by small lane beside the 
Grange. In }-mile bear right through a gate before a large farm- 
house, cross the yard and turning left in field beyond it, ascend 
by a more or less clear path through fields towards Dundry 
Tower, reaching it finally by a long flight of steps. 

From Dundry Tower. Go to far side of Church (i.e. side away 
from City) and from there proceed to right. Follow the lane for 
4-mile and turn right at a crossing. Ignore a turning to left and 
just afterwards fork right, reaching Castle Farm in half a mile. 
The lane narrows beyond the farm and in a few yards ends in 
fields. There is little difficulty in locating a succession of stiles, 
denoting the path down to a point to the extreme left end of 
Barrow Reservoirs; keeping their direction in mind, descend 
over the fields. (War-time ploughing may have effaced the 
actual path, but if the opposite stile be kept in sight, it may be 
reached by deviating round the side of a field if crops are grow- 
ing.) At the far end of the next field but one to the reservoir, 
note and cross a stile to left and immediately turn right again, 
crossing over the corner of the field to a nearby gate, so as to pass 
between the end of the reservoir and that of a conspicuous row 
of trees, and from there go straight up over the subsequent field 
to gain the road by a stile. Turn right along road for short dis- 
tance to main road and there proceed to left for a while. A short 
distance past the ‘‘ Fox and Goose,”’ turn off by lane to right. 
It is crossed by a gate about half a mile along and soon after- 
wards ends by a farm. (The ‘“‘ No Road ”’ notice on the gate 
mentioned is for vehicular traffic, but walkers should be sure to 
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close it.) Enter field by gate to left immediately beyond farm 
and then turn right at once following a track near right-hand 
hedge. Go through confronting gate and down track over next 
field and turn right in lane at bottom. Ignore small gate into 
wood to left, but soon after, cross a stile to left and over the small 
field, go over a further stile. Circle the small coppice beyond and 
resume direction down to a gate. Continue beyond it among 
the large trees, keeping about 80 yards off the edge of the wood 
on right hand and go through a gate in a wire fence. Turn left 
for a short distance and beyond a gate turn right again and go 
straight down the long field to reach a road through a gate at 
the end. 

Barrow Mill immediately engages the attention on the opposite 
side and the main road at Cambridge Batch is reached by going 
down the road, t.e. to the left, ignoring side turnings. 

"Buses 24 and 25 and a service which runs from Cambridge 
Batch can be joined at the ’bus stop which is just on far side by 
the post box at the crossroads. Alternatively, the Clevedon 
road (fork to right of R.A.C. box) leads in half a mile to 
Flax Bourton Station. 


Ramble No. 26 
ASHTON—DUNDRY—WHITCHURCH 
83 miles. 


From Ashton ‘Bus Terminus proceed past traffic lights along 
main road to Weston for }-mile. Go through gate on left and 
down field to stone stile, which cross. Take gate to left and follow 
path across fields to railway arch. Pass through and follow path 
roughly parallel with stream. Bear left on reaching Yanley Lane 
and on out on to the Bridgwater Road. Take a stile (or gate) right 
opposite, leaving Mile 3 on your left, and keep straight on climb- 
ing up in the Dundry direction. Tea can be obtained at Dundry, 
there being several excellent tea houses. Leave Dundry by 
passing the Church, bearing left at the T junction and straight 
over the crossroads. At next lane crossing, turn right, passing 
East Dundry, then bear left. Continue straight on for 2 miles 
and bear right at water-splash for Whitchurch. 
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Ramble No. 27 
ASHTON—BARROW GURNEY—DUNDRY 


8 or 9 miles. 


Cross over railway bridge on the Weston Road at the traffic 
lights at the end of Ashton ’bus route, and take first turning on 
right, Portishead Road, then take second turning on left and go 
through opening some little way along on left, coming back to 
Weston Road via Ashton Court grounds. 

On reaching main road turn right, and a few yards on take a 
footpath on left, cutting off a corner. Take first road turning on 
right, which rises steeply to Ashton golf-course. On course turn 
left and then bear over to extreme right-hand corner and out into 
road. Go through gate opposite and bear down towards the 
bottom right-hand corner and out into lane. Turn down lane and 
out on to the Weston Road. Cross straight over road and down a 
long lane to the road at Barrow. Here take lane opposite and 
continue along until the Bridgwater Road is reached. Then 
again cross over and up road opposite. Cross stile on left and 
across to stile near reservoir, directly opposite take further stile 
on left and then on right into ploughed field. Keep well to the 
edge of the field and work round to the top where half way along 
is a stile, then continue towards farm which comes out to road at 
Dundry. Take stile on left across the humps and across to 
Dundry Church. Tea is obtainable near the Church. 

Over Dundry, keep straight along path on left of Church, 
along the ridge path until it reaches the main road, where turn 
left downhill to the Grange. It is possible to get a ’bus from here, 
or walk on down the road to Headley Park and city "buses. 


Ramble No. 28 
WRAXALL—PRIORS WOOD—PORTBURY—PILL 
5 miles. 


NOTE.—tThis walk is not available on Good Fridays when the 
private road through Priors Wood is closed to assert its private status. 


Proceed by No. 25 (Clevedon) ’Bus from Centre and alight 
at the ‘‘ Battle Axes” Inn, Wraxall. 
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Walk on a few yards and turn up a small lane to right on 
near side of quarry. Branch left along a very sharp backward 
turn, 4-mile up. (This turn might easily be missed.) Bear 
right to pass immediately at back of a house shortly encountered 
and resume along woodland path beyond. Past two quickly 
succeeding gates is a pretty view over Wraxall Church, but 
instead of emerging on to road, make another sharp backward 
turn to the right, ascending through the woods again. At a 
sharp left bend, go through confronting opening and turn left 
in field bordering the wood. In further field turn left 
immediately beyond row of cottages, and at their rear follow 
the clearly defined farm-drive going to the right to the main 
road. At a Lodge, a short way to the left, enter the private 
road to the right. Except on Good Fridays pedestrians are 
allowed to use it. For 1}? miles it winds downwards through 
meadows and woodland, the only direction necessary being to 
bear left at any forked ways encountered. Emerging at the 
lower Lodge, Portbury road junction is close by to the right 
and ’Bus No. 85 may be boarded for Bristol, if desired, a few 
yards on. The three-mile walk just done can be lengthened 
another 2} miles and finished at Pill (for Shirehampton) as 
follows :— 

Proceed straight on through Portbury and turn right by 
the smith’s shop, i.e. first turn to right. In }-mile, fork left 
and after another }{-mile, enter fields by small stile to left on 
near side of a cottage. The path is indistinct, but keep near 
right-hand hedge for a while, then go through a gap in it, cross- 
ing traces of a disused sunken lane and over a gate in its far side. 
A well-defined track sweeps away to the left from it and then 
curves to the right over the side of the hill. After crossing 
several fields, bear half left on entering the one which has a 
cowshed on its far side and reach the main road by a gate or 
stile. Turn right along road and left at crossing. This road 
bends and has many turnings in it, but by keeping to the main 
one reaches Pill in one mile. (Any difficulty experienced in 
following it could be disposed of by an enquiry as it is very 
frequented.) Keep straight on past the Station and descend 
small lane to the Ferry to Shirehampton, and at latter place, 
go straight up from Ferry to Portway for No. 99 ’Bus or further 
on to Shirehampton Green for No. 28 ’Bus. 
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Ramble No. 29 . 


SUSPENSION BRIDGE—LEIGH WOODS—ABBOTS 
POOL—ABBOTS LEIGH—SUSPENSION BRIDGE 


5 miles. 


From Suspension Bridge turn right along North Road, 
and then right by path at National Trust sign. Avoid steep 
path down Nightingale Valley and rise to open space near 
ranger’s house. Keep as far as possible to the right, crossing 
ramparts of Stokeleigh Camp, until cliff edge is reached, when 
follow cliff path till a chestnut-paling fence is seen. This marks 
limit of Trust property. Turn left alongside fence and follow 
it, keeping as far to the right as possible. This leads back to 
ranger’s house, beyond which a road leads out to the main road, 
which cross into Beggar Bush Lane. 

(If not desiring to visit Leigh Woods, continue up North 
Road to main road, turn right and at once left into Beggar 
Bush Lane,) 

Half a mile along, turn right into farm track, crossing a 
minor road in another half-mile. The track now leads down 
into a wood, at the end of which is Abbots Pool. 

At further end of Pool turn right and up out of wood, from 
edge of which path crosses field to an open plantation. From 
here a road leads ahead to Abbots Leigh, where turn right 
along main road to Bristol, turning left opposite the conspicuous 
lodge of Ashton Court for Suspension Bridge, or straight on 
down Rownham Hill for Ashton and Hotwells. 


Ramble No. 30 


SUSPENSION BRIDGE—ABBOTS POOL—FAILAND— 
PILL 


54 miles. 


From Suspension Bridge turn sharp right along North 
Road, following it past Leigh Woods to main road, where 
turn right and continue straight on to the ‘ George” Inn, 
Abbots Leigh. Here a detour may be made right to Abbots 
Leigh Church, 

Returning to the George, take road opposite till an open 
plantation is reached. Fork right along path past Manor 
Bungalow and straight on through field. Cross the stream, 
and Abbots Pool is seen to left. The present route, however, 
is up the track which bears right, affording pleasant view of 
grounds to right just below Pool. The track then bends left 
and runs into a lane, which follow for about ?-mile to where 
the Markham Brook flows out from wall and under road. 

From here follow lane through to Failand Church, but just 
before reaching Church take stile on right, and continue to 
Pill as in last paragraph of Ramble No. 33, for ferry to Shire- 
hampton and city ‘buses. 

More active walkers may extend this walk from Pill through 
Avon Gorge as in Ramble Nod. 35, a further 54 miles. 


Ramble No. 31 
SUSPENSION BRIDGE—ABBOTS LEIGH—FAILAND— 
ASHTON 
8 or 9 miles. 
Follow Ramble No. 29 to Abbots Pool, but at further end 


bear left of Pool, and so down through a leafy lane to where 
in }-mile the Markham Brook flows from a wall on left and 


under road. 
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Turn off left by gate immediately beyond, and follow a 
faint path which keeps in the vicinity of the stream. Beyond 
a gateway, cross the stream by stepping-stones and, 
momentarily turning back on former direction go through 
small gate to right and resume orginal direction, having stream 
on right hand. In this valley keep strictly to the path, which 
lies always near the brook. At further end, path bends left 
and passes behind a row of cottages (known as Funny Row), 
emerging by a gateway into a field. Go towards the farm at 
first, then bear away to right when nearly there and join the 
roadway which leads from it, reaching main road in 4-mile. 
Turn left, and then over crossroads. 

An alternative way from the Markham Brook is to follow 
the lane past Failand Church and School, round left bend 
and out to main road. ‘Turn left, pass ‘‘ Failand’’ Inn, and 
continue over second crossroads, which is one mentioned 
above. 

Enter field-gate immediately adjoining far end of buildings 
to right. A fairly clear path crosses the large field diagonally 
to Ashton golf-links over a stile in far corner. Turn left and 
keep close to hedge, later passing in front of Club House. 

From here a path turns sharp right for Long Ashton (1 mile) ; 
following edge of copse on left for a short distance till, down over 
brow of hill, the edge of a wood confronts the way. Enter the 
wood (which is private) by stile slightly right, keep strictly to the 
broad path which descends through it, and emerge on to a clear 
path to main road, where turn right for Cider Institute ’bus 
stage. 

To reach City ‘buses at Ashton Gate (2} miles), keep straight 
past club house, pass by end of copse on right and cross stile to 
right immediately beyond, whence a broad path leads to the 
hamlet of Providence. On gaining road, cross stile opposite, 
then a second stile and a gateway close ahead. Through latter 
follow path straight on along left-hand hedge into road at 
Clarken Combe. Turn right and continue straight on to Ashton 
Gate. 
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Ramble No. 32 


PILL—FAILAND—BELMONT HILL—CAMBRIDGE 
BATCH 


4} miles. 


From Pill to lane giving first view of Failand Church as in Ramble 
No. 33. Cross opposite stile and nearby stile to left in field and 
make for stile adjoining group of buildings on ridge, well left from 
Church. On arriving at lane, turn right and continue past the 
Church and School, ignoring the turning adjoining latter, and 
follow lane round to left. 

The lane reaches the Bristol-Tickenham road after a mile. 
Turn left, pass the Inn, and right at ensuing crossroads, After 
half a mile turn right again to go down Belmont Hill, noting on 
corner fine view down Bristol Channel through lodge gate. 
About half a mile down, where the road itself turns sharp right, 
leave it by small gate to left. Bear right in the field down toa 
gateway, and straight beyond it join a small sunken track 
among bushes (if first part is muddy, keep for a while at top of 
bank to left of it). Cross the little brook by stone slab bridge, 
bear right and then bend up to left, following the path. Through 
a gate path forks to right and joins a small lane which leads out 
to main road at Cambridge Batch for ’bus home. 
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Ramble No. 33 


SHIREHAMPTON or PILL—FAILAND—ABBOTS 
POOL—PILL 


8 miles. 


From Shirehampton cross ferry to Pill, turn left at top of 
slip to Pill Green, which is also country ’bus stage. If using 
train to Pill, inquire for the Green on leaving station. 

From Pill Green pass telephone kiosk to “‘ King’s Head.” 
Bear left around Inn to a narrow pathway, which after a short 
distance continues in the same direction through fields. Keep 
left of farm buildings ahead, following path to barn on extreme 
left, and pass through iron gate into road. Enter lane opposite 
and, on reaching farm with date tablet, turn right. After 
twenty-five yards turn left into field-path, uphill through two 
fields, keeping to the left of second (cultivated) one, and into 
lane giving first view of Failand Church. Turn left and continue 
along lane (ignoring road to right) for 4-mile to valley bottom 
with stream (Markham Brook) emerging from wall and flowing 
under road. 

The lane forks here and the uphill track on right is followed 
for about three-quarters of a mile to where it joins a road. Here 
turn sharp left around cottage, continue for a few minutes, then 
turn left again to enter a wooded dell, in the centre of which is 
Abbots Pool. 

Passing the Pool one reaches a narrow road. Turn left, 
climb up and so down through the leafy lane back to the 
Markham Brook flowing under the road. 

Crossing back over the stream, climb rough track on left, 
passing cottages to right, and proceed through grey wicket gate. 
Path now skirts right-hand side of field and then goes over two 
stiles to road. Turn right and follow road to junction with 
another road ; Failand Church is on the left, and for alternative 
routes from here see Rambles Nos. 31 and 32. 

For the present ramble the way is over stile ahead. Make for 
cottages slightly left and follow cart-track downhill into the 
valley. Cross stream through wicket-gate right and over foot- 
bridge. The path now follows the stream down until just beyond 
an isolated cottage right. Here take a path forking right around 
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the top of a cultivated field, then over a stile and up through the 
wood, leading out to the main road over a stile. Cross road, pass 
through iron wicket-gate ; in second field keep to right hedge 
and follow a series of iron wickets into Pill. (Easton-in-Gordano 
Church is seen to the left.) By first houses cross over lane and go 
straight through a new road, turning right between two rows of 
older villas and then through to Pill Green, and ferry to Shire- 
hampton if required. 


Ramble No. 34 
PILL—PORTBURY—EASTON-IN-GORDANO— PILL 


Approximate distance 9 miles. 
NOTE—Not available on Good Fridays. See Ramble No. 28. 


From ‘‘ King’s Head’”’ Inn, near ’bus stop, take the left of 
three fork roads. On arriving at junction with road ahead, turn 
left, passing a group of new houses. The road narrows toa lane 
which follow until it ends in a field-path. Cross straight over 
first field. In second field bear left and across another field to a 
road. Cross road to steps and stile almost opposite. Cross stile 
and continue in same direction over another stile to a ribbon 
edge of wood. Follow short path through wood into valley— 
the reputed haunt of the nightingale. 

Turning left, the way lies up the valley passing cottages on 
left, enter lane through a gate on right. Continue along lane 
until it strikes a sunken road. Turn right and continue along 
road until Portbury is reached ($-mile). 

Turn left at Portbury and follow main road for short distance 
until it turns right. Here take the secondary road to left, passing 
the old Priory on right. Shortly afterwards pass through lodge 
gates on left and bearing right follow drive which winds gently 
uphill. The track continues for about one-and-a-half miles 
through woods, past farm and school on left, and later a cottage 
on right. 

Now keep a sharp look out for a path doubling back left off 
the drive, and around three Scotch pines. Follow this to gate, 
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and cut down past a group of trees to a small iron gate in the 
bottom corner of field. Through the gate continue in same 
direction past a group of cottages and down the lane to a road, 
which cross to stile opposite. 

From stile path is a little indistinct, but the next stile will be 
seen by climbing in such a way as to keep in sight of the small 
reservoir left. The path now bears left, skirting a denuded 
plantation, over crest of Windmill Hill and, leaving the planta- 
tion behind, goes straight down to the bottom corner of a field. 
Here look for an old stream bottom, which leads to a gate and 
the road down from Failand Church to Portbury. 

On reaching road, turn right for one hundred yards or so ; 
then turn through gate on left to stile at bottom corner of field. 
Over this the path continues under apple trees and on towards a 
cottage, but before reaching cottage turn left through a three-foot 
gate. Cross stream by plank, turn left and walk down through 
valley out into road at Easton-in-Gordano. Pass around red- 
brick cottage and go straight ahead to “‘ King’s Arms.’ Turn 
right to a well-kept barn and climb steps at the side.. From 
here an obvious field-path leads into Pill. 


Ramble No. 35 


PILL—AVON GORGE—BRISTOL 


5 miles. 


A pleasant walk, but entailing awkward going at one point 
alongside. river. 

From the Green at Pill turn up hill towards Bristol, and at 
top take second turning left by Lodway Cricket Club Pavilion. 
Follow road past Ham Green Hospital, cross lower end of 
reservoir and make straight for Chapel Pill Farm. On far left of 
house go through wicket gate leading to riverside path, which 
follow upstream. 

At the end of the meadows, where railway approaches river, 
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take green slope upwards alongside railway fence, and a slight 
scramble enables path to be rejoined on the river wall. The path 
now affords a magnificent view, first of the Sea Walls, then of 
St. Vincent’s Rocks. 

For Suspension Bridge, turn right just before reaching a 
point underneath it and go up Nightingale Valley, turning left 
at top. 

For Ashton and Hotwells keep straight on the river path to 
Clifton Bridge Station, whence the way is obvious. 


Avon Gorge. 
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INDEX OF WHAT TO SEE 


RAMBLE . 
ABBOTS LEIGH.—Abbots Pool; made to Bs 24 fish for St. 

Augustine’s Abbey (now Bristol Cathedral) 29, 30, 31, 33 

ALMONDSBURY.—View over Severn and Welsh peonateles from 

* Almondsbury Hill (pronounced Amesbury) . : a 6 
AVON, RIVER.— Walks alongside " = - . . : e 17, 18, 35: 
BARROW GURNEY.—Village reminiscent of Cotswolds ; Church, adjoin- 

ing Barrow Court, across sips Benen Hill, _ moorlike open spaces, 

affords wide views : . “; 5 * 25, 27 
BEGGAR BUSH LANE.—Named after ine thorn tree which ae gave 

shade to beggars . - i. " > ° e . 29, 30 
BELMONT HILL.—Woods and views F 2 ; - ° . 32 
BLACK ROCKS,.—Miniature wooded gorge of Frome . - ‘ P & 
BLAISE CASTLE ESTATE.—One hundred acres of woods, bought by 

Corporation in 1926. Sham castle built 1769 on Roman camp, site of 

chapel to St. Blasius, patron of se oc in ae Ages—view 

over seven counties ‘ F 5 4 F Sade Ss 
BLAISE HAMLET.—An 1811 venture in panned ares picturesque 

cottages in delightful gardens ‘ < . . . 3 
BRISLINGTON, ca el (1542) in a SRS PERE NT EOS: 

Newman “aged 15 “ z 18, 19, 20, 2z 
BROMLEY pineal Quaker burial ground 3 ~ : . 9, 10 
BURY HILL.—Ancient British camp : 9 ; P : . 7) 9, 10 
CHARLTON,.—Common ‘ : 4 = 7 - F | . 45% 
CHEW VALLEY.—River and woodland scenery . A . 19 
COMPTON DANDO.—Church; Roman altar in buttress . A é 19. 
COMPTON GREENFIELD.—Rose gardens in churchyard . 5 ‘ rigs 
CONHAM.—Boating . ‘ * ‘ ‘ A P 3 ‘ ‘ 17, 18 
COOMBE DINGLE.—Wooded valley of River Hen —. « . : 1,2 
CRIBBS CAUSEWAY.— . 7 " fs 5 : ; : : 4,5 
DUNDRY.—Church tower (1483) built as landmark by Bristol Merchant 

Venturers. 800 feet above sea level. View said to cover twelve coun- 

ties, certainly to Malvern Hills, Wane, gray Sheerhe sy Wiltshire 

Downs x - * : Ps 7 « 24, 25, 26, 27 
DYRHAM.—Church (Norman arcade) in grounds of Manor House . A 14 
EAST COMPTON,—(See Compton Greenfield) . i ° é . 4 
EASTON-IN-GORDANO.— ‘ i 5 P 7 ; : « 28, 30, 33, 34 
ECHO GATE.— . a cl : 2 A ; ° I 
FAILAND.—High ground, wide views > “3 3 e a + 30, 31, 32, 33 
FRAMPTON COTTERELL.—Church . “ : . , . : 10 
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INDEX OF WHAT TO SEE 


RAMBLE 
FRENCHAY.—Name means “ pene bank of bia gad and this is main 4 

feature : . . 3 : 2 . 7, 8,9 
FROME, RIVER.—Pretty valley, Eastville to Winterbourne < CP 
GOLDEN VALLEY,.—Valley of River Boyd, Wick to Bitton . ' ‘ 15 
GORDANO.—The “Swiss Valley,” between Clevedon, Portbury and 

Portishead. Name thought to indicate shape—triangular. . 28, 30, 33, 34 
HAMBROOK.—. : : 2 @ "i . : . a : 79 
HANHAM.—Woods alongside River Avon . ° 5 ; Z 5 16, 17, 18 
HENBURY.—Blaise Estate; Blaise Hamlet; Church . : ; 5 2,3,5 
HINTON.—Ancient camp; fine distant view over Bristol 5 * z I4 
KEYNSHAM,—Ammonites found in district ree rise to Bape ke St. 

Keyna petrifying local snakes am . 19 
KINGSWESTON.—Kingsweston House and Down ‘ a . c I 
KNOLE PARK— . . . * . . . P : ‘ 6 
LEIGH WOODS, eee aoe en Camp well-preserved 

British relic . : > ni . 7 A 29 
MAES KNOLL,—Ancient burial-chamber and camp. View . . 22 
NORTON HAWKFIELD.—Home of fifthteenth-century giant Sir John 

Hauteville (tomb in Chew Magna Church). Seeued to have elites 

tower of latter holding two men by his teeth! . 23 
OLDBURY COURT. Sie digs soraiea for eb By, bana a a 

(Vassall’s Park) ry 8,9 
PENPOLE POINT.—View. ; : ; 5 a I 
PILL.—Nautical air mentees the pean rearnes of = asohees Ferry to 

Shirehampton : S 28, 30, 32, 33. 34, 35 
PORTBURY Se pee sapere eenteiae oi. some Toran 

work. . . A 28, 34 
PRIOR’S WOOD,.— . ri ‘ F = : ° F 2 28, 34 
PUCKLECHURCH. a caren! Sage site of ramon King bier 

palace é « : II, 12, 14 
QUEEN CHARLTON.—Picturesque Church with Norman work ; Nema 

gateway nearby; fine avenue of poplars on Keynsham road 5 20 
ST. ANNE’S.—St. Anne’s Wood. . 5 : ‘ F 7 17, 18 
SHIREHAMPTON.-—Park (National Trust); Penpole Point. A . I 
SISTON.—Church. —. : rl ; 5 ; a i i : 33.74 
SNUFF MILLS.—Grounds laid out for public by Bristol Corporation . 8 
SPANIORUM HILL.—Fine view over Severn . s 5 9 F 403 
STAPLETON.—Stoke Park; Duchess Pond . . ; ; : 8 
WAPLEY,.—Church_ ‘ : . : : : . : = 12 
WINTERBOURNE.—Railway Viaducts F F . q fs 5 7, 10 
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The Footpath Way 


COUNTRY WALKING is popular not only as healthy recreation and 
escape from towns, but also because it needs no elaborate equipment 
or organisation. Comfortable clothes, sturdy well-fitting shoes—over 
the stile, and there you are ! 


BUT ARE YOU? The real country is ever receding through misplaced 
building or other development. You know, too, how quickly footpaths 
may be lost, or closed, but has it occurred to you that many more 
(including some in this book) might have been lost but for a few 
enthusiasts ? Yet so it is, for they are constantly surveying paths, reporting 
obstacles, scrutinising town and country planning schemes, noting closure 
proposals, treading out forgotten ways, and keeping a jealous eye on 
amenities. 


WILL YOU HELP THEM 2 It’s quite easy. Whenever you see paths 
neglected or impassable, or the countryside threatened, tell the Ramblers’ 
Association. The walker’s viewpoint will then be put before those 
concerned, and, wherever necessary, negotiations opened with the 
appropriate Government departments, local councils, landowners, or 
other interests involved. In this work every effort is made to obtain 
a better mutual understanding, so leading to fewer difficulties in the 
future. 

Incidentally, why not become a member yourself? In return, you can 


receive free advice about walking-tours ; catering-lists ; loan of maps ; 
travel concessions ; news bulletins—and the satisfaction of helping a 
good work. 

Oddly enough, the R.A. does not organise rambles. ‘‘ Lone”’ walkers 
who join us are not expected to forsake their individual delight in the 
country. Those who wish, however, can be put in touch with suitable 
clubs (many are affiliated to the Association), while help is given to those 


forming new clubs. 
Ask for our leaflet 


“INTRODUCING YOU TO RAMBLING” 


RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION (West of England) 
“ HUNSTRETE,” KINSALE ROAD, BRISTOL 4 


Annual Subscription from 2/6 


